
Aelfgyva Of The Bayeux

On the Battle of Hastings Tapestry, circa 1066

There is revealed, all the curious statistics

623men, 190horses, 37 ships, 35dogs, 93-94 ‘others on display’

Yet only 3 women, that set them apart, away

Aelfgyva stands within a doorway, on the tapestry

A monk outside, reaches out, touches her gently

Although some historians, suggest a slap on the face

But from my perception, she appears happy, and fair of grace#

The other two women shown

One Queen Edith, formerly of the Confessors throne

And the other woman, with no sire

Is escaping a building, full on re

Aelfgyva, an Anglo-Saxon name

Meaning “elf-gift” or “gift of the elves” fame

Full of pride, and brimming

A name associated with noble women

The Bayeux Tapestry, was very likely

Made by the Barking nuns, near to Canterbury

Thus not really a tapestry, per se

Tis an embroidery on linen, on display

This is not a Chaucerian Canterbury Tale

But a tale on linen, made in Canterbury well

A mystery, of a named, yet unknown woman

both forgotten, and unforgotten, a curious omen
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